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Principals Message

Dear Parents,
We are entering the last full month of the school year 
and our minds are filled to capacity! Students have 
made their way through over three quarters of the 
curriculum and have endured three MAP tests and 
are currently taking the new Smarter Balanced test. 
This alone is enough to overwhelm even the most 
focused students. Fortunately for our students, we 
are also in the middle of field trip season.  Field trips 
are not only great learning experiences, but they are 
also great times to form deeper relationships between 
students as well as teachers.  Students and teachers 
come back from these trips with a much greater ap-
preciation for each other.  It is common for students 
to make new friends with students that were only an 
acquaintance to them prior to the field trip. It is for 
this reason that I am thankful that Arcade has been 
able to continue our tradition of having extended-stay 
field trips for each grade level. If your student did not 
go on an extended-stay field trip this year, I highly 
recommend it for next year. I assure you your student 
will not be disappointed!
 
On a different note, thank you to all parents and 
students for taking time out of your busy evenings 
to come to Arcade’s articulation nights. It was nice 
to see everyone and to get to meet many of our 
incoming students and parents. I also want to thank 
all of our parent volunteers who helped make these 
nights run so smoothly.  Having such great parent 
support is one of the many things that sets Arcade 
apart from other schools!
 
Have a great May!
 
Steve Hunt
Principal, Arcade

PTO News

Arcade families,
We hope you have enjoyed this year’s Spartan Times.  
This publication was a result from feedback provided 
by Arcade parents to increase communication about 
what’s going on at Arcade.
Parent volunteer make the difference at Arcade and 
we need you for 2015-16.   We continue to looking 
for new board members to fill the vacant positions for 
next year.  Please contact me at sfoondos@me.com 
with your interest in a position.
Also, the PTO membership form for next year is 
included in this month’s edition.  Thank you to our 
28% of Arcade families who have already contributed 
to the PTO for next year.   We look forward to the 
rest of our amazing families to become members of 
our PTO.   Your contribution will enable the PTO to 
support our students with programs.   Please print the 
attached form and send your donation in with your 
student in May.
Thank you and enjoy Open House and the end of the 
year activities.

Happy spring,
~ Susan Foondos
 PTO President



A C A D E M I C SA C A D E M I C S
Mr. Lyon’s 7th Grade English

The students are currently wrapping up an argumentative essay based 
on the topic of video games and their pros and cons (you may view it 
in Google Docs). We are also reviewing for the upcoming state test. An 
attempt to hit as many standards as possible is being made with diligent 
fervor. At this time, the students are reviewing parallel structure, figura-
tive language, and reading skills such as using context clues.

Please remember to get the AR reading homework done each night for 
twenty (or more) minutes.

We will be reading one more novel before the year ends. So watch for 
that in the near future.

Hang in there...the end is near ;)
Thank you,
Chad Lyon

May
5 PTO meeting 6:30 pm
7 Open House - Minimum Day: 11am dismissal
15 Dance for ALL grades - 7pm-9pm
26 Last day to Join the PTO early for 2015-16

June
1  8th grade Recognition Night 7:30 – 9:30 pm
2  6th & 7th Grade Awards Ceremony 9:30 am
 8th grade to Sunsplash (deadline to purchase tickets  
 May 6)
4 Last day of school – Minimum Day dismissal at 11 am

Miss Johnson’s Class

In Appreciation..
Thank you for lending me your child today.

All the years of loving care and training have stood him in good stead in 
his work and play.

I send him back to you tonight, I hope, a little stronger, a little taller, a 
little freer, and a little closer to his goal.

Lend him to me again, tomorrow, I pray you.
In my care of him, I shall show my gratitude.

        
Anonymous

The end of the school year is always a little bittersweet.  While the 
prospect of endless summer beckons with its enchanting carefree days, 
the idea of saying goodbye to students that have become so special to 
me is very hard.  I’m so proud of the young men and women that will 
exit these doors on June 4, but I will miss the little boys and girls that 
entered them in August.   
This has been such a great year and watching your children grow and 
become more and more the persons that they were born to be has 
been a privilege.  From the early days of learning how we learn and 
what our strengths are; to the Industrial Revolution and life in Victorian 
England as we read Dickens’ A Christmas Carol; to finding our writing 
voices in argument and narrative writings; to researching and sharing 
our favorite authors and poets; to finally traveling back in time to the 
Middle Ages, where we vicariously experienced the Crusades, the Bu-
bonic Plague, and the knights and castles of days gone by, it’s been an 
adventure in learning, in sharing, in experiencing - all through the power 
of the word.  Remind them to KEEP READING over the summer!  All of 
my students are expected to read at least three books between the end 
of this year and the beginning of next.
If I could give of your children a gift, it would be the ability to see the po-
tential for goodness and greatness that lies within each of them.  They 
were each born to bring something to this world that no one has ever 
brought to it before and that no one will ever bring to it again.  Each 
is a miracle; each is a treasure.  Thank you for sharing them with me.  
They have filled my days with broken pencils, “stolen” homework, “You 
meant for us to do this?”, smiles, giggles, hugs, and precious, precious 
memories.  

Make a good future.

End of the year News for Eighth Graders

Eight grade students were all given End of the Year packets in their 5th 
period class. The packet included information on the end of the year 
activities going on for the eighth graders. The Eighth Grade Recognition 
Night will be on Monday, June 1st at Arcade Church in Sacramento. 
The Eight Grade Picnic to Sunsplash will take place on Tuesday, June 
2. Permission slips for Sunsplash are due to the office no later than 
Wednesday, May 6th. The Panoramic picture will be taken on Wednes-
day, May 6th during AR time and can be preordered at www.campus-
colorstudios.com (click on pre-order photos, click on pre-order pictures, 
click public galleries. For more details on any of these 8th grade events 
please refer to the packet that was sent home or contact the school 
office.
 
 
Michele Ebner

August
11 Schedule pick up day 7th grade 9 – 11am 
 8th grade 1 – 3pm
12 6th Grade Orientation 9 – 11:30 (students only)
 11:00 parents come for meeting & BBQ
13 1st day of school
17 Picture Day (make up day Sept 26th)



Mrs. Pool’s Music News

Auditions to sing the National Anthem at 8th-grade Recognition Night 
will be held in the music room during lunch on Tuesday, May 12.  This 
audition is only open to 8th-grade students.

Music Information:

We have had a fabulous year in the music department.  I’ve truly 
enjoyed working with Arcade’s wonderful students and parents.  Thank 
you for all of your support!

On April 8, our choir students did a wonderful job of representing Ar-
cade at the San Juan Sings Festival at Arcade Church.
Whether you’re involved in San Juan Sings or not, you will appreciate 
that the festival - the performances, the selections, the energy, the 
flow of the evening, and the spirit in the room - were unsurpassed. The 
message was strong and present that vocal music is alive and growing 
in San Juan and that it is an essential part of a whole-child’s education. 
Parents in attendance said over and over that they felt so fortunate that 
their kids were able to experience this magnificent collaboration.  We’re 
so happy that Arcade’s choir was there to participate.

The choir also travelled to Santa Clara for a music festival on April 11.  
They got a rating of “Excellent” and brought home a first-place trophy 
for their division.  After their performance, students were able to enjoy 
some much-needed downtown at California’s Great America Theme 
Park.

Congratulations to our Advanced Band.  They received an “Excellent” 
rating at the Golden Empire Music Festival at CSUS on Saturday, April 
11.  They presented themselves very well and worked very hard on 
some difficult music.  It was a great experience and they should be 
proud!

All music students are encouraged to audition to perform solos or small 
ensembles at open house.  Auditions will be April 21, and 24 in the 
music room.  (Infinity students on the Yosemite trip may audition the 
following week).  The performances will be held in the music courtyard 
during Open House on May 6.

Our Intermediate Band students will walk to the Apple Ridge Assisted 
Living Home on Friday, May 1.  They will perform for the residents there 
from 11:45-12:15.  This trip is always a highlight for both our students 
and the wonderful people they perform for.  The stories they bring back 
are often poignant and heart-warming.  

Our Beginning Band is ending the year with a concert for our sixth-
grade students (date yet to be determined).  They will perform music 
from the Spring Concert as well as new tunes from our Pep Band 
Packet.  If you have a sixth grader that’s interested in joining next year’s 
beginning band make sure they sign up for it on their elective sign-ups.  
Instruments are available for check-out.

On May 7, our Jazz Band and Choir will perform at Open House.  Addi-
tionally, stop by the music room during the evening to see some super 
cool solos and small ensembles perform in the courtyard by the music 
room.  Check out the music room too: it’s full of pictures from all of our 
events from this year.  

Our Donorschoose project was funded!!!  We raised enough money to 
repair seven of our broken instruments.  Thank you to all of you that 
helped fund our project!!

Our final Music Booster meeting is May 6 in the music room from 
5:00-5:45.  If you’re interested in filling the position of treasurer for the 
2015-2016 school year please contact arcademusicnotes@gmail.com 
or dpool@sanjuan.edu.

Music Calendar 2014-2015

May
1 Intermediate Band to Apple Ridge Assisted Living   
 Home,11:30-12:30.  Chaperones/equipment movers   
 needed!
6 Final booster meeting.  Vote in next year’s officers!   
 5-5:45 pm, music room.
7 Open House, Jazz & volunteer solo/small ensemble.  
 7 pm15 Music Celebration, during school hours.   
 Parent volunteers needed!
19 Physics of Sound field trip to San Francisco.    
 Open to 8th- grade music students that meet   
 the requirements. Parent drivers needed.
June 
1 Eighth Grade Recognition Night – Choir and  
 Advanced Band

Transitioning into 9th grade

Moving from middle school to high school can be difficult for many 
teens. Teens from several local high schools will discuss this transition 
and take questions from the audience.

Please join us if you or your child is in 7th or 8th grade and would like 
to hear a variety of perspectives on succeeding in high school from 
students across a spectrum of experiences.
May 9, Saturday, 2:30 p.m.
Panel on High School
Arden-Dimick Library
891 Watt Ave., Sacramento
Freshman year can be very stressful for many teens entering high 
school, but teens are often reluctant to discuss these fears with parents 
and other loved ones. Failing a class or suffering falling grades at the 
beginning of high school can significantly reduce a student’s chances 
of graduating and going to college. But the stress of moving on to high 
school can cause previously-successful students to get off track.

This panel will seek to address concerns including:
     Increased class workload
     Feeling anonymous or getting lost on a larger campus
     Bullying and not making friends
     How to find extracurricular activities that are socially and academi    
     cally rewarding

Infinity History News

We will be covering the causes of the Civil War and the Civil War itself 
in the remaining weeks of school. Also, Community Service is due the 
week of May 18. Progress Reports for the 4th Quarter will go home on 
Tuesday, May 5.
 
Mr. Barnes
 
Student Government News

Student Government is extremely busy in May. The last dance of the 
year is on Friday, May 15, and 6th graders may attend. The theme is the 
80”s decade. We are also conducting the elections for next year’s Stu-
dent Government officers and interviewing others who have expressed 
an interest in being in Student Government for next year.



H E A L T H  &  F I T N E S SH E A L T H  &  F I T N E S S
Arcade Track Meet April 17th at El Camino High - Pics courtesy of Dina Dennis



Teacher Appreciation Week
Teacher/Staff Appreciation Week is the week of May 4th!
The PTO will be celebrating our teachers and staff with a luncheon on 
Tuesday, May 5th.
Please ask your student(s) to honor their teachers with a card, a kind 
deed, or a goodie during this special week. 

Much appreciated!  
Stephanie Fredrickson, Chair

S P A R T A N  E X T R A SS P A R T A N  E X T R A S
School Dance News

Hello, Arcade families!  It’s hard to believe we are getting ready for 
the last dance of the year.  This is the dance when the 6th graders are 
allowed to go, and as such, I will be giving those parents first right of 
refusal to work in the snack bar.  So, parents of 6th graders, if you want 
to be added to my list, please e-mail me at tjpsmith@pacbell.net.  The 
original list I was giving back in August has only THREE 6th grade par-
ents on it, so please, don’t hesitate to e-mail me even if you think your 
name is on the list.  It really is a fun and easy way to volunteer, and a 
great opportunity to see all the kids being kids.  I’ll need my volunteers 
to arrive by 6:45 and stay to help clean up until about 9:15.  Since it will 
be a busy dance I’ll be looking for 4 volunteers, first come - first served.  
Look for an e-mail around May 1st.  If I don’t get enough volunteers by 
the next week I’ll reach out to the rest of the 7th and 8th grade parents.  
I’ve been told the theme for this dance is ‘80s.  It should be fun for the 
kids to dress up, and maybe even a good excuse for the snack bar 
parents to embarrass their kids!  
Thank you!  
Jane Smith

San Juan 2014-15 Spirit Awards News

8th Grader, Anna Chriss, was nominated by the San Juan District 
for her efforts to start a care package drive for the homeless.  This 
is a quote from the nomination form : “Because of her altruism, over 
140 people in our homeless community were shown tangible act of 
kindness. She strives for her own personal best but also works to lead 
other to better themselves as well.  If you’re in a group with Anna you 
can expect to be challenged and encouraged. “ 

Way to go Anna! Arcade is proud to have such a strong willed and 
giving student in our community! 

PTO Membership for 2015-2016

Join now for next year!
Support our school by joining our PTO for the 2015-2016 school year.  
Please send your membership and donation to school with your child 
to their first period class.  100% of all donations go directly back to our 
kids. 

Rotary Club Scholarship Award

8th grader, Daniel Dahlberg was selected by Principal Steve Hunt for 
the Rotary Clubs Scholarship Award for his excellent academic achieve-
ment for his years here at Arcade and his overall outstanding leadership 
qualities.  He receives a monetary amount each year that goes into a 
trust fund and each year he will report his achievements to the rotary.  
When he is a senior and is graduating he will receive the trust scholar-
ship. Way to Go Daniel! 

Race for the Stars 

8th grader, Alyssa Barnes won the Race For the Stars 5k this weekend 
for the second year in a row.  She was the first overall female (which 
included community members, administrators, certificated and classified 
staff), first in her age group and first female student.  She will have her 
name etched on a plaque that can be displayed at Arcade for all to see.

Team Alex

As many of you know one of our Arcade families, the Henry’s, have a 
7th grade daughter Alex who is fighting bone cancer. On April 28th she 
had her left leg below the knee amputated. In order to support their 
family a group of parents and kids will be having a bake sale the night 
of Open House. If you are interested in donating baked goods please 
email Jane Smith at tjpsmith@pacbell.net or Dina Dennis at tea4two@
surewest.net.



ARCADE ART ROCKS! 
WE HAVE NEW STUDENT-DESIGNED MURALS!!

 

 

 
WE HAVE ANIMAL MASKS THAT ROCK! 

 
WE’LL HAVE CHALK-IT-UP GOING ON FOR 

OPEN HOUSE MAY 7TH! 
JOIN US!! 

 
CHALK PROVIDED~YOU BRING THE INSPIRATION 

Board of Education
Pam Costa, President
Saul Hernandez, Vice President
Michael McKibbin,Ed., Clerk
Greg Paulo, Member
Lucinda Luttgen, Member

Superintendent’s Cabinet
Kent Kern, Superintendent of Schools
Donna O’Neil, Associate Superintendent, Schools and Student Support 
Kent Stephens, Chief Financial Officer 
Linda C.T. Simlick, J.D., General Counsel
Paul Oropallo, Acting Assistant Superintendent, Human Resources
Debra Calvin, Ed.D., Assistant Superintendent, Educational Services
Sue Hulsey, Acting Assistant Superintendent, Elementary Education
Rick Messer, Assistant Superintendent, Secondary Education
Trent J. Allen, Senior Director, Community Relations
Frank Camarda, Senior Director, Facilities, Maintenance, and Transportation
Carl Fahle, Senior Director, Technology
Jim Shoemake, Senior Director, Labor and Employee Relations

PTO Board Members
President - Susan Foondos (sfoondos@me.com)
Vice President - Leigh Osterhage (oster4420@gmail.com) 
Treasurer - Diane Moyle (moyle@yahoo.com)
Secretary - Milena Kentera (mkentera@hotmail.com)
Auditor - Kathleen Sutton (kathleen5584@gmail.com)

A few pics from the Annual 8th grade Yosemite Trip



 

______________________________________________________________________

Parent Name(s): ____________________________________________________

Student Name(s): ____________________________________________________

Email Address: ____________________________________________________

Phone number: ____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Donation Amount: ____  $85 ____  Cash ____  Check # ________
____  Other $ 

PLEASE MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO “Arcade PTO” 
Have your student bring it to their first period classroom by May 25th

Thank you!!

Parent & Teacher Organization 
Welcome to 2015-2016

Arcade Fundamental Middle School Parent & Teacher Organization 
is looking forward to an enriching school year for 2015-2016.  

We need our families' support to make this happen.  
Every year, the PTO has been able to provide tremendous support for our students at Arcade.  

In recent years, the PTO has financially supported the following at Arcade:

• Books and tests for the Accelerated Reader program
• Technology, technology development, computer upgrades and copier maintenance.  
• Support for our new Art Program
• Support for our new W.E.B. mentor Program
• Professional Development for teachers and staff
• Glow-Bowl and Dances; including snack-shack support, insurance & security.
• Field Trip scholarships
• Spartan of the Month Recognition 
• Classroom supplies for teachers and binder reminders for students
• National Geographic Bee and other clubs

How are we able to accomplish this?  Every year, since 1984, we have asked parents to make a financial 
contribution to eliminate the need for constant fundraising.  Arcade families have told us they prefer to make an 
annual donation and participate in optional incentives rather than spend time selling cookie dough, wrapping 
paper and candy bars, or hosting auctions, spaghetti feeds or other events.  

Please help us reach our financial goal of $15,000 so we can continue to provide an enriching environment for 
all of our students.  We are asking for an annual contribution of $85 (we will gratefully accept whatever you can 
afford) from each and every Arcade family.  Your entire donation will go towards supporting students at Arcade. 

Please attach your check to the form below, made payable to “Arcade PTO” (Parent Teacher Organization) and 
have your student bring it to their first period classroom by May 25.   Arcade thanks you!


